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SQUARE KILOMETRE ARRAY PROJECT — AUSTRALIA–NEW ZEALAND BID 

Statement by Minister for Science and Innovation 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Science and Innovation) [12.17 pm]: As most members would 

be aware, the Square Kilometre Array, or SKA, is an ambitious international science project, and Australia–New 

Zealand and Southern Africa have been shortlisted as site finalists. In partnership with the federal government, 

Western Australia has been participating in efforts to secure the SKA project in Australia–New Zealand. It is for 

this reason that I travelled to the international SKA forum in Banff, Canada from 3 to 8 July 2011. The forum 

provided an opportunity for me and the then federal Minister for Tertiary Education, Skills, Science and 

Research, Senator Kim Carr, to progress Australia’s bid to host the SKA telescope at Boolardy Station in the 

Murchison. 

Further, between 18 and 23 February this year, I accompanied the current federal Minister for Tertiary 

Education, Skills, Science and Research, Senator Chris Evans, to China and Italy—two of the four voting SKA 

board member nations at that time—to undertake a series of high-level meetings with ministerial counterparts, 

and to attract support for the Australia–New Zealand bid. The meetings held in Beijing included Dr Wan Gang, 

Minister of Science and Technology in China, and Ms Chen Xiaoya, vice-minister of the Chinese Ministry of 

Science and Technology, and also engagements with representatives of the Chinese astronomy community and 

the Australian Chamber of Commerce. Ms Frances Adamson, the Australian Ambassador to China, was also 

involved in these meetings. In Rome, those we met with included Mr Francesco Profumo, the Italian Minister of 

Education, Universities and Research; Finmeccanica, the second largest industrial conglomerate in Italy; and 

Professor Giovanni Bignami, president of the Italian National Institute for Astrophysics. Mr David Ritchie, AO, 

Australian Ambassador to Italy, was also involved in these meetings. A site selection committee report was 

provided to the board of the SKA organisation in February. 

On 3 April, SKA member organisations met in Amsterdam to discuss the site selection process and it was agreed 

that a small scientific working group, composed of scientists from the member countries, would be formed to 

investigate whether a dual-site option would be viable. This group had its first meeting on 19 April and has 

committed to produce a report for the members by 18 May. A three-day workshop to be held in the Netherlands 

on 7 to 9 May will be used to develop this report. The members are then scheduled to meet on 25 May to 

consider this report. 

The Department of Commerce, on behalf of the WA government, has been working closely with the federal 

Department of Innovation, Industry, Science and Research, and this work will continue over the coming months 

to ensure that Australia is well placed to benefit from the SKA project. 

 


